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Preparations for 2nd International 
Ramgarhia Convention at New Delhi-India 


A Report on the 2nd visit of $ Amarjeet Singh Bhamra 
by Ravinder Singh Sohil Ludhiana 


A whirlwind tour of New Delhi, Chandigarh, 
Ludhiana, Phagwara and Jalandhar was covered in wie 
recent visit of Sardar Amarjeet Singh Bhamra Convener 
of the 2nd Intemational Ramgarhia Convention Steering 
Committee in October and November 1993, Amarjeet 
Singh met dozens of Ramgarhia dignitaries from dawn to 
dusk to generate awareness and commitment for the 2nd 
Ramgarhia Convention, 

An exciting reflection of total support from every quarter 
was conveyed to § Amarject Singh Bhamra and he was 
generally observed as a keen listener to the problems and 
the future aspirations of the Ramgarhia community. His 
motivation and tactful diplomacy was an inspiration for us 
all and we valued the time Bhamraji spent with us, His 
motto “ask not what your Quam can do for you, but what 
you can do for your Quam” is a call for genuine 
‘commitment, Spearheading the creation of a team of 
dedicated contributors for the Indian Ramgarbia 
Convention is delicate and skillful task but flanked with 
his skillful diplomacy and a balanced vision is where his 
political manifestation is the greatest, 





Ludhiana: A seminar organized by $ Ravinder Singh 
Sohil on the 2nd Intemational Ramgarhia Convention 
with leaders of the Ludhiana industry, commerce and arts. 





Ludhiana; $ Ajit Singh Kular $ Ravinder Singh Sohil 
Giani Bhagat Singh S Mohinder Singh Bhogal 

S$ Amarject Singh Bhamra Prof. Bansal and Mrs Anup 
Kaur Bansil 
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New Delhi: $ Amarject Singh Bhamra with the Directors 
of the Ramgarhia Co-operative Bank Ltd. 








Jalandhar: § Gurdyal Singh Marwaha $ Ravinder Singh 
Sohil S Kamail Singh Ghataura (Cheema) and 
S Amarjeet Singh Bhamra, 





New Delhi; § Harvinder Singh Hanspal S$ Amarjeet- 
Singh Bhamra and $ Kirpal Singh Sangatpuri, 
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Editorial Board: Amarject Singh Bhamra (Windsor) 
Surinder Singh Jabble (Slough) Sardul Singh Marwa- 
MBE (Birmingham) Pritiam Singh Matharu (Woolwich). 


Contributors: Mata Ram Dhiman (Chandigarh) Kuldip- 
Singh Ghatora (Moga) Dr Atam- Hamrahi (Ludhiana) 
Jatinder Singh Kundi (Phagwara) Piara Singh Kondel- 
(Canada) Surinder Singh Siambhi (Leeds) 


International Ramgarhia News is published bi-monthly 
to provide a forum for the expression of views and news of 
interest to those seeking to improve and maintain trans- 
continental link within the wider Vishwkarma-Ramgarhia 
community, 





Articles and letters from the readers for publication in the 
International Ramgarhia News are welcomed, either in 
Punjabi or English. However the Editor reserves the rights 
for their publication and to withhold or edit any 
communication for publication in the News. The opinions 
expressed by the Contributors in the International 
Ramgarhia News are not necessarily those of the 
Publisher, ‘The Publisher cannot accept unsolicited 
material or photographs and reserves the right on all 
articles printed, Laserset in UK. 





The contents and advertisements in this news-magazine 
are compiled and published in good faith and we accept 
no liability for any claim arising from them whether the 
Joss is direct or indirect. 


Vishwkarma is 2 composite sanskrit word denoting 
VISHW (Universe) and KARMA (Dimensional Creator). 
Vishwkarma are professional class of Master 
Craftsmen/women or Technocrats. A Ramgarhia is a Sikh 
Vishwkarma, Both (Hindu and Sikh) belonging to the 
same ancestral stock and having their remote origin on 
the Indian sub-continent, 


Published by Amarjeet Singh Bhamra Convenor 
it’! Ramgarhia Convention Steering Committee 
PO Box 1551 Windsor SL41TZ UK 
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Editorial 


“So let it be said, so let it be written”. A 
phrase often used by those who ruled centuries ago, 
Times have changed to one man one vote, a popu 
democratic system which now encompasses mos 
the world and even the former Soviet Union. Time 
brings change, so let us also change for the change. 
Surely time has come for the poll managers to count 
our voles for our contestants or those who genuinely 
have our aspirations at heart. 

Early next year a positive new direction with 
policies of eminence will surge into a brand new 
chapter through the 2nd International Ramgarhia 
Convention in New Dethi. On my recent visit to India 
meeting leaders and the representatives of the 
Vishwkarma-Ramgarhia world, a new page in the 
development of secular Ramgarhiaism was turned, 
Under the auspices of the 2nd International 
Ramgarhia Convention Steering Committee, an 
efficient, tactful and committed team of broad 
Ramgarhias was established to help arrange and 
assist the forthcoming Ramgarhia Convention ing 
India. 





Itis indeed our privilege and honor that both 
SHarvinder Singh Hanspal and S Kirpal Singh 
Sangatpuri have agreed to co-chair the team in 
india. A comprehensive list of the other officers will 
be announced in subsequent issues of the 
International Ramgarhia News and Indian press. 
This fifth edition carries the tast session of the 1st 
day at the Ist International Ramgarhia Convention 
at England, which is dedicated to all pioneering and 
founders of the Ramgarhia-Vishwkarma societies all 
over the world. 

Back to basis is not only what Premier John 
Major want for his party but what we as a community 
also need to question. Until we know our past, what 
can we possibly pass on to our own generations? 
Life for all of us is too much in the fast lane but in 
order for any of our dreams to become a reality, 
every Ramgarhia should make a commitment. A 
commitment with his destiny. 

AMARJEET-SINGH BHAMRA Editor-in-Chief 
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S. Satwant Singh Sagoo, Treasurer 
East African Ramgarhia Board, Kenya 

Jon behalf of the Chairman MrTarlock Singh Nandra 
and management committee of East African Ramgarhia 
Board bring greetings to you all on this gathering of 
Ramgarhias from all over the world, on this great occassion 
Of the first ever International Ramgarhia Convention, This 
reminds me ofa conference, which we had at Eldorat, kenya 
in the mid 50's where a number of resolutions were passed 
for the poor and the elderly. 

After that another Ramgarhia elders conference was 
held about ten years ago agian at Eldorat, The aim was 
for elders of the community to sort out the social and 
cultural weaknesses and cut down on dowery customs and 
expenses. 

Let me brief you on Ramgarhias in Kenya. total Sikh 
Population now stands at 3,500 families out of which 90% 
are Ramgarbias. Ital started with Kenya Uganda Railways. 
‘Today we sce the results of the contributions made by our 
community where glorious standards, achievements and 
Prosperity has established, 

In 1928, some 3,500 shillings had been raised and later 
the Boad bought a piece of land on Ramgarhia Road where 
today a temple, community hall, dispensary, and school 
stand. Later still six acres of land was purchased on the 
‘comer of Moranga Road, where a temple and 40 bedroom 
Guru Nanak Sikh Hospital can be found. We are not making 
a lot of profit but some 100 people are employed, which 
is a great achievement, 

T would like to say that the Ramgarhias hold top posts 
in the police, judiciary, railways, and Kenya Government, 
would like to announce that the present Board chairman 
Mr Tarlock Singh Nandra has been appointed to represent 
United Nations in Ethiopia in the year 1993. Another great 
achievement. He has also been appointed President of 
World Conference Religion and Peace, 

Today we can say 50% are upper class and 20% elite 
class, 50% of Ramgarhias are Kenyan and the rest British 
Sitizen. Let me in the end thank the Convention Committee 
for organizing such a historic event. 
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S Gurmit Singh Birdee 
Chicago United States of America 


First of all I would like to thank everybody for 
inviting my wife and myself to represent the United States 
of America. Most people live quite distance away in 
America and only a few live close by so getting together is 
a problem, There are few Gurdwaras and not many people 
attend them, 

This Ramgarhia Convention has been an asset 
and understanding how hopefully we can overcome some 
of the problems, Assembled as we are from all parts of the 
world, gathered here to form, create solid directives and 
attainable targets and solid unity for the future growth of 
Ramgarhias, 

Although Ramgarhias all over the United States 
are well established but we have no focal point of 
community gathering on an international basis, Let me be 
the first ( congratulate this organization for the 

moves package well put together. In conclusion, | 
hope we can continue to enhance the growth with such 
annual gatherings all around the globe. 
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GREEN GROW THE FUNDS 


by DAVID FLEMING 


Fund managers have the financial muscle influence company policy towards improved environmental 
performance. So is it enough to avoid investing in companies involued in inherently dirty industries? 


HE picture of the naked child, run- 
ning away in tevror and pain from an 
American napalm raid in Vietnam, 

had profound consequences. That picture 
prompted a group of American Methodist 
ministers to form Pax, a mutual fund, dedi- 
cated to the principle that “success in the 
market-place can be obtained without in- 
vesting in weapons of destruction”. The 
American public, having finally lost the will 
to continue the warin Vietnam, discovered 
that its massive sharcholdings gave 1t the 
power to influence policy. Since then, the 
{otal value of investments over which United 
States shareholders maintain some form of 
ethical control or veto is estimated to have 
grown to a breathtaking $650 billion, or 
bout $2,500 per head of US population. 
‘That figure represents the ways investors 
ean influence how their money is used. These 
include not only mutual funds, but the much 
larger “shareholder action”—sharcholdecs 
Join forces (o bring direct pressure to bear on 
fompanies on a range of ssues~aveiding 
investment in armaments and in South Af 
rica have been by far the most important 
‘The might of sharcholder power in the US 
makes the UK's ethical fund sector, worth 
about £600 million, or less than 0.1% of 
the total value invested in equities on the 
London Stock Exchange, look insignificant. 
‘The ethical investment movement in 
the UK, was started by Friends Provident, a 
{und.management company with a strong 
Quaker tradition, which stil derinates the 
market with a 50% share. The ethical sec- 
tor has served its investors quite well. An 
investment of £1,000 made three and five 
years ago (respectively, income reinvested) 
is now worth £1,800 and £1,900, bearing 
comparison witha benchmarkinvestment in 
the FT-All Share Index, which would now 
be worth £1,600 and £2,200, calculated in 
the same way. (Figures (rom Micropal.) 
Within that average, some individual 
finds have performed outstandingly, such as 
the Fresilinaion Health Fund (C2500: and 
£3500), and the Friends Provident North 
merican Stewardship ‘Trust (£1,940 and 
2,000), In the worst-performing funds, 
1,000 invested three and five years ago, 
Would now be worth about £1,500 in eiher| 
case. The Quakers have a reputation for| 
combining "profit with principle”, a phrase 
which has become a slogan for the ethical- , 
fund movement. Based on results so far, the 
promise appears to have been borne out. i 
However, since the ethical fund was. 
invented in the US in the 1970s and brought | 
tothe UK in the early 1980s, our principles 
have moved on a bit. South Africa andar: 
maments are not 








opposite harm the environment—no-go 
zones for managers of green funds 


‘Acknowledgment: Country Life 
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the environment, Starting with the Jupiter 
Merlin Ecology Fund in 1988, some nine 
funds have been formed which aim to bring 
investment to bear in the interests of envi- 
ronmental protection. Their performance is 
grouped with the ethical funds, but their 
aims are different. But does the simple and 
effective “avoidance strategy” of the ethical 
funds translate into dealing adequately with 
the fiendishly complex issues of global 
warming, ozone chemistry, sustainable 
development and eco-efliciency? 

‘A irs trawl through the groen funds 
suggests that the translation from ethical to 
{green is quite faithful. There are some seven 
areas of investment which, with almost 


perfect consensus, all the green funds avoid, 
At the top of this avoidance list is the emis. 
sion of greenhouse gases—green funds will 
usually forgo investment in the automobile 
industry, road construction, car hire, the 
manufacture or operation of aircraft, the 
management of airports, the supply or dis- 
tribution of fossil fuels or their use in elec. 
tricity generation. Green funds also avoid 
investment in industries involved in nuclear 
power, with its inherent risk and waste- 
disposal problems, or in the supply or 
large-scale use of chemicals implicated in 
destruction of the ozone layer, ar in th 
manufacture and marketing of pesticid 
Investment in the tobacco industry is 
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ruled out on environmental as well as health 
grounds, Tobacco, a Third-World product, 
is grown in competition with food crops in 
soil from which it absorbs 10 times more 
nitrogen and nearly 40 times more phos- 
phorus than the cassava (a starchy root crop) 
which itnormally displaces. Tobacco-curing 
also has a massive cavironmental impact, 
burning some 30 cubic metres of cut wood 
for every tonne of cured tobacco. 
Companies invalved in the extraction or 
import of tropical hardwoods, or the manu- 
facture or retailing of furniture made from 
dem, are also avoided by green funds, as are 
companies that have seriously exceeded 
discharge consents for water pollution 
‘Then the problems start, The first prob- 
Jem is the lack ofagreement on the border- 
line between the cavironment and other 
issues whose relevance to it is disputed 
“These include animal testing, the fur trade 
{the collapse of whieh has left the way open 
for destruction of habitats by forestry and 
hydroelectric projects in Canada), and in- 
‘@i. farming (where objections spill over 





Nhe extremist view that environmental 
policy requires the total avoidance of meal). 





Further removed from the environ- 
ment, but still on the avoidance list of many 
green funds, arc conspanies involved in the 

anufacture and sale of alcohol, gambling 
in practice, horseracing), and pornography 
Wdelined by the Ethical investment Researc 
Service to include a page 3 photograph of a 
topless woman). Those who want to invest 
in environmental protection, but who be- 
lieve that the thrust of environmental pro- 
tection is blunted if ic has to take onissues of 
this kind, may have a hard time finding a 
green fund which meets their needs. 

Secondly, there is the fundamental 
problem of what green funds are really there 
to do. Is their purpose purely to enable 
people to invest with a clear conscience, 
avoiding involvement in companies oper- 
ating in ditty industries? Or should they 
have a more positive function: to influence 
company policy, to help companies invest 
Cowards better environmental performance, 
and to develop constructive dialogue between 
companies, investors and an inereasingly 
well-informed cavironment movement? 

‘This objective seems wholly worthwhile, 
and some green-fund managers~ Jupiter 














Merlin Unit Trust Managers and CIS Unit 
‘Managers also good performers in investment 
terms)—lay strong emphasis an it, but others 
still tend to indulge in environmental cherry- 
picking and invest in industries in which en- 
vironmental policy is ripe and accessible, while 
walking away from situations in which support 
in tackling the problem is really needed 
Evolution toa more positive role, work- 
ing with companies, even leaning on them 
{o pursuc consistent, serious cnviroumental 
policy, is essential for the green-inyestment 
movement. What is more, it could spread, 
‘The Cadbury Committee recominended in 
1992 that the investment institutions should 
make positive use of their voting rights-~in 
the interests of their beneficiaries, Envi- 
ronmental protection is clearly in the in- 
terest of people investing for their old age; 
if the pension funds used their power to 
press the environmental ease, that would 
place £350 hillion~one-third of the equity 
‘on the London Stock Exchange—behind 
environmental reform. The effect canld be 
even morc dramatic and significant for the 
future than the US's retreat from Vietnam, 
Mlustration: Mel Wright. 
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S Kirpal Singh Ubhi 
Ramgarhia-Vishwkarma Welfare Council, Ludhiana 
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S Jaswinder Singh Bhamra 
Namdharl Sangat, Germany 

Firstand foremost, I would like to thank the Convention 
‘Committee for the invitation and giving me the opportunity 
to seek your audiance, 

Amongst us here today is a galaxy of predominant 
Ramgarbias from all over the world, therefore it leaves me 
very litle to say but a lot to learn from them during the 
course of this Convention, 

However, a thought, we are passing through a very 
untrangual period both politically and economically, how 
nice it would be if we could all demonstrate the co- 
exhistance and tolerance to our neighbours and practice 
the fundamental teachings of Sri Satguru Ram Singhji 
Maharaj ‘love your neighbour as yourself”. I am sure by 
doing this we are achieving the aims and objectives of this 
Convention. This Ist International Ramgarhia Convention 
is a mile-stone for further inspirations, 
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INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES IN INDIA] 








ndia is the seventh largest and the second most 
populous country in the world. It is one of the 
oldest civilizations with a continuous recorded 
history of over 5000 years. Centuries of contact and 
trading links with the outside world and inward 
migration of people from different regions 
throughout its history have produced a rich mosaic 
of cultures, religions and languages. Few countries 
in the world can match its cultural, or geographical, 
diversities. 


India is the largest democracy in the world. Its 
political institutions and stable political environment 
have fostered an open society with strong collective 
and individual rights and an environment supportive 
of free economic enterprise. 


India is the twelfth largest economy in terms of GDP 
measured in US dollars and sixth largest on the basis 
of purchasing power parity (IMF study - 1992) , with 
one of the largest industrial sectors in the world. 
Since Independence in 1947, a policy of self-reliant 
economic progress has helped it make impressive 


strides in agriculture and set up a mature industrial 
infrastructure and a well-developed services sector 
While India has followed a mixed economy model. 
nearly three quarters of its GDP originates in the 
private sector. 


After four decades of industrial development based 
‘on active public sector involvement, regulation ot 
industry and restriction on imports and foreigr 
investment, India embarked upon an ambitious anc 
bold programme of economic change in july, 1941 

to realise the potential that its vast resource base anc 
the diversified industrial structure offer for 
accelerating economic growth and improving 
international competitiveness. 


These reforms, together with India’s immense 
markets for consumer and industrial products; vast 
mineral and agricultural resources; well developed 
infrastructure and services; high quality of human 
resources; and, a long history of market economy 
and enterprise, make India an unusually attractive 
investment destination. 


India's development 
strategy since 
Independence has created 
a modern economy with 
self-sufficient agriculture, 
large, diversified industry 
and a sophisticated 
services sector. Domestic 
savings finance bulk of the 
investments in the 
economy. 


Development policies are 
responding to the 
changing character of the 
economy and the global 
economic situation. 
Reforms began gradually 
in the 1980s and have 
accelerated since July, 
1991. 


The fast two years have 
been a period of 
remarkably smooth 
adjustment with economic 
parameters showing 
encouraging results. 








Since Independence, India’s 
economic development 
programme has been based 
on the key objectives of self- 
relance and social equity 


The strategy for the 
agriculture sector involved 
institutional retorms, state 
investment in creation of 
infrastructure and promotion 
‘of modern agriculture practice 
through a mix of incentives, 
subsidies, price support and 
extension effort 


Industrial development was 
based on licensing, regulation 
and protection from external 
competition through import 
controls and high tariffs. The 
infrastructure sector and 
industries involving high levels 
of investment were reserved 
for the public sector, but the 
bulk of industrial activity 
remained in the private sector, 
though subject to regulation. 
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Source: Ministry of External Affairs Government of futia, 


The financial sector, especially 
the banking and term lending 
institutions, was largely 
government controlled, with 
the allocation and cost of 
credit determined by the 
government in accordance 
with development priorities, 
However, active primary and 
secondary markets existed for 
corporate securities. The 
‘wade and construction sectors 
were lett largely to private 
initiative. 


The policies aimed at raising 
the domestic savings rate to. 
finance investments mainly 
from domestic sources. The 
gross savings rate rose 
Steadily from 10.4% of GDP 
in 1950-51 to about 24% by 
1990-91. External capital has 
generally financed less than 
10% of gross investments in 
any particular year External 
aid and commercial 
borrowings were the two. 





main forms of external 
finance used by India, with 
direct foreign investment 
playing a marginal role 


As a result of this 
development strategy, India 
achieved self-sufficiency in 
agriculture, set up extensive 
infrastructure facilities and 
created a modern industrial 
base spanning almost all areas 
of manufacturing activities, A 
Sophisticated research and 
development base has came 
up and the pool of scientific 
and technical manpower 1s 
among the largest in the 
world. The banking sector 
has penetrated into remote 
rural areas, integrating the 
country into a single, modern 
financial system. A large 
marketing and distribution 
network is in place that helps 
producers distribute messages 
and products to over 3,800 
towns and citres and over 

half a million villages. 
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PROFILE 
RICE WAY OF PAINTING 


A Special Report by S Pritiam Singh Matharu 








S Harbans Singh Plahe 


The art of small cursive script was developed 
from uncial between the seventh and ninth centuries AD 
and was used in medieval manuscripts. It is called 
minuscule meaning very small, tiny or minute. No doubt 
you may have heard or seen many artists who excel in this 
art and who have been writing or painting on grains of 
rice and etc. Today it gives me great pleasure to introduce 
to the readers of International Ramgarhia News, a 
Ramgarhia artist who has lived in England since 1968, § 
Harbans Singh Plahe of Bedfont is a master of this art, 

He has been perfecting his hobby for the last six 
years. After years of hard work and practice he has 
‘managed to write the whole of the English alphabet on 
one side of the grain of rice. He normally uses good 
Basmati and works in good natural daylight without the 
help of optical aids. Apart from writing on grains of rice, 
Harbans Singh has painted a seahorse and a floral pattern 
on Goose eggshells. He also engraves artistic pattems on 
glassware. 

Features about Harbans Singh's work have 
appeared in a number of local papers and today the 
Ramgarhia News is proud to present a brief sketch of this 
hard working Ramgarbia artist. We arc sure this will 
inspire many a young Ramgarhia to take up this art, Our 
readers will be pleased to know that Harbans Singh is very 
anxious to part with his knowledge and expertise 10 
anyone who Would like to have a go at this fine art for he 
told me in one of our meetings, well Pritiam, knowledge 
only grows when it is distributed." 
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Skylar. 


4 The Crescent 

South Road, Southall 
Middlesex UB} 18E 
(Opp. Southall Station) 


1st FLOOR, 
76 BREWER STREET, 
LONDON Wik 3F8 








Complex 


EVERYTHING YOU EVER WANTED 
ABOUT PERMANENT METHOD OF 
BY ELECTROLYSIS 


* IT'S PERMANENT 
ADVANCED TI 
EQUIPMENT IS USED 
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ons Beaut 


° 
(Chalvey Road East, Slough, Berks, SLi 2LU 


TO KNOW 
HAIR REMOVAL 


% IT’S USED ONLY BY OPERATORS w H 
‘RAINING 
i THE SAFEST AND MOST ADVANCED 





—_ 


Se > 
SERVICES 


Tel: 081-574 0993 
081-574 7785 
08)- 571 3738 
08-571 2862 


Tel: 071. 439 2070 
071- 439 2242 





y Salon 


‘Telephone:(0753) 553262 
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Chana Garments 


Manufacturers & Wholesaler of Quality Leisure Wear & Fashion Wear 
SPECIALISTS IN EMBROIDERY 




















169/171 BOOTH STREET, 
HANDSWORTH, 
BIRMINGHAM 
B21 ONU. 


Tel/Fax: 021-551 1601 
0831 885902 
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West Midland Electrics 





NG 
GS 
e M.E.M. SWITCHGEAR ® 
e¢ SHOWER UNITS - SLOT METERS 
e WIRING,CABLE & ACCESSORIES 
e TUBES & LAMPS - P.V.C. TUBE FITTINGS & 
METAL TRUNKING - POWER TOOLS (BOSCH) 
¢ DOOR BELLS-FANS; EXTRACTOR & CEILING 
¢ DOMESTIC APPLIANCES - PANASONIC AUDIO, 
TELEVISION & VIDEO EQUIPMENT 


Ce ee ce | 
© SECURITY SYSTEMS & FIRE ALARMS e 


WITH OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE YOU 
KNOW YOU CAN TRUST OUR EXPERTISE 


* 


Call 021-523 4987 (Tel. & Fax) 


7, VILLA RD., HANDSWORTH, BIRMINGHAM B19 1BH 
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